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Soli/Pompeiopolis 2012 Kazilari

Excavations at Soli/Pompeiopolis 2012

Remzi YAGCI — Fatih Hakan KAYA

Mersin, Mezitli, Soli Pompeiopolis antik liman kentinde
2012 yili kazilari, Prof. Dr. R. Yagci baskanliginda 1 Eski
Cag Tarihi Profesorii, 1 Arastirma Gorevlisi, 7 Arkeolog,
1 Mimar, 1 Harita Miihendisi, 1 Restorator, 7 Arkeoloji
Ogrencisi ve 40 Isci ile 3 Temmuz - 18 Agustos tarihleri
arasinda strdarilmastir*. 2012 yili calismalari 6nceki
yillardan farkh olarak t¢ bolgede gerceklestirilmistir:
Sutunlu Cadde, Soli Hoyuk ve Milli Egemenlik Caddesi.

Siitunlu Cadde

2012 kazi programina gore, Situnlu Cadde’de giiney
ucunda restorasyonu tamamlanan alanin kuzeyinde
B9-10, C10-11, D10-11, E7-10 ve F8-9 plan karelerinde
Roma tabakalarinda kazi calismalari strdaralmastir
(Res. 1). Bu plan kareler dogu portikonun iki yaninda yer
almaktadir ve mimari olarak ocak, havuz gibi mekansal
ozellikler gostermektedir. Havuz ve ocagin bulundugu
mekanlar restore edilen birbirinden bagimsiz Roma duk-
kanlarinin devami niteligindedir.

Sutunlu Cadde’nin yol diizlemi icerisinde yapilan temiz-
lik ve tesviye calismalari sirasinda D7/D8-C7/C8 plan
karelerinin kesistigi alanda bir tahrip cukuru tespit edil-
mis ve icerisinde de yazith bir stitun konsolunun oldugu
gortlmastir. Tahrip cukurunun niteligi ve yazith konso-
lun belgelenebilmesi amaciyla kazi calismalari genis bir
alanda baslatilmistir. Yazit cevirisi Prof. Dr. M. H. Sayar
tarafindan “Halk Meclisi Vali (Kilikia) Titus Vibius
Varus’u onurlandirir” biciminde yapilmistir ve 1.S. 131-
133’e tarihlenmektedir (Res. 2). Bu calismalar sirasinda
dogu stylobatina paralel Roma Doénemi bir kiink sirasina
rastlanmuistir.

* 2012 kazilart Kaltir ve Turizm Bakanligi, Mersin Valiligi
ve Mezitli Belediyesi, Ziilfikar Timer insaat, Toros Insaat
(N. Taner), Sungurtas (T. Sungur), S. Yiicesoy ve K. T. Odabas
tarafindan desteklenmistir. Bu kurum ve kisilere tesekkiir
ederiz.

The 2012 campaign at Soli/Pompeiopolis located in
Mezitli, Mersin, lasted from 3 July to 18 August with a
team of one professor of ancient history, one research
assistant, seven archaeologists, one architect, one car-
tography engineer, one restorer, seven students of
archaeology and 40 workers*. Unlike the preceding
campaigsn, the work in 2012 was carried out at three
locations: the Colonnaded Street, Soli Hoylik and the
Milli Egemenlik Street.

Colonnaded Street

The work here proceeded as per the excavation program
of 2012 and covered the grid squares B9-10, C10-11,
D10-11, E7-10 and F8-9 north of the area at the south
end of the Colonnaded Street, where the restoration was
completed (Fig. 1). These grid squares flank the east
portico on both sides and contain architectural features
such as a hearth and pool. The rooms with a hearth and
pool seem to be extensions of the restored Roman shops,
which are independent of each other.

During the cleaning and levelling work at the Colonnaded
Street’s surface, where the grid squares D7/D8-C7/C8
intersect, a destruction pit was identified that contained
an inscribed column console. Therefore, excavations
were initiated at a wider area in order to clarify the
issues related with the pit and the inscribed console. The
inscription was translated by Prof. Dr. M. H. Sayar as
follows: “The demos honours the governor (of Cilicia)
Titus Vibius Varus” and dates to A.D. 131-133 (Fig. 2).
Furthermore, a row of pipes from the Roman period and
extending parallel to the east stylobate was uncovered.

* The 2012 campaign was financed by the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, the Mersin Governorate and the Mezitli
Municipality, Ziilfikar Tiimer Construction, Toros Construc-
tion (N. Taner), Sungurtas (T. Sungur), S. Yiicesoy and K. T.
Odabas. We thank all these institutions and people.
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EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 1

Pompeiopolis Stitunlu Caddesi 2012 kazilari

E9 plan karesinde yogun cati kiremidi dolgusunun
varligi ve bu dolgunun kalin bir kesit olusturdugu
gozlemlenmistir. 4,54 m. seviyesinde dogu-bati yonlui
uzanan bir duvar sirasi; 3,80 m. seviyesinde kire¢ harcli
bir tabana rastlanilmistir. Duvar ve taban cevresinde
Roma ve Hellenistik doneme tarihlenen yogun miktarda
seramik parcalar aciga cikmistir. Roma Donemi’ne
tarihlenen kaba seramik disinda terra sigillata ve “Red-
Slip Ware” kap parcalari dikkati cekmektedir. Ayrica
time yakin 1 adet kandil ile bozulmus mekan icinde
tahrip olmus iki ocak ve cakil tasi bir taban kalintisi
bulunmustur. Kazi ¢alismalarina 3,21 m. seviyesinde
son verilmistir (Res. 3).

E10 plan karesinde E9 plan karesinde oldugu gibi st
tabakalarda yogun olarak kiremit ve seramik parcalarin-
dan olusan kalin bir dolgu gortlmastir. 4,31 m. seviye-
sinden yanmig kire¢ ve yanmis mermer parcalarina
rastlanilmistir. Calismalar sirasinda plan karenin dogu-
sunda bulunan kesitin altinda Sttunlu Cadde’nin giine-
yindeki dikkan siralarinda da bulunan ve kesintisiz
devam eden kuzey-gtiney yonlt duvar sirasinin tizerin-
deki 6zglin sivanin zarar gormedigi ve belirli bir kismi-
nin korundugu gorilmdstir. Duvar Gzerindeki siva sag-
lamlastirilarak koruma altina alinmistir (Res. 3). Kazi
calismalari stiresince bu plan karede Roma ve Hellenistik
donemlere ait seramik, pismis toprak figtirin parcalari,
agirsak gibi buluntulara rastlanmigtir. Dinsel amacli kul-
lanilan pismis toprak tapinak modeli ve Roma Doénemi
tam kase énemli buluntular arasindadir (Res. 4). 3,90 m.
seviyesinde plan karenin batisinda euthynteria ortaya
cikarilmustir.

Soli Hoyiik

2012 calismalarinin amaci 6nceki yillarda kazisi yapilan
ve “Arkaik Teras” olarak adlandirilan Soli Hoyugin

Fig. 1 Colonnaded Street 2012 excavations

In grid square E9 a thick layer of roof tiles was found;
other noteworthy finds were a wall extending in an east-
west direction at the 4.54 m. level and a lime mortared
floor at the 3.80 m. level. Around the above-mentioned
wall and floor were found extensive potsherds from the
Hellenistic period. The Roman period sherds, beside
coarse wares, include terra sigillata and Red Slip Ware.
In addition, an almost intact lamp, two hearths and the
remains of a pebble stone floor were found in the dam-
aged room. Excavation work was stopped at the 3.21 m.
level (Fig. 3).

As in E9, E10 also had a thick deposit of roof tiles and
potsherds in the upper layers. At the 4.31 m. level
remains of burnt lime and marble were found. Under the
east profile of the grid square, the original plaster on the
north-south wall, which is also seen in the row of shops
on the south side of the Colonnaded Street, was pre-
served to some extent. The plaster was reinforced and
taken under protection (Fig. 3). Small finds from this grid
square include pottery, terracotta figurines and spindle
whorls from the Hellenistic and Roman periods. Among
the important finds are a terracotta temple model used
for religious purposes and an intact bowl from the
Roman period (Fig. 4). In the western part of the grid
square an euthynteria was uncovered at the 3.90 m.
level.

Soli Héyiik

The excavations here in 2012 aimed at clarifying the
architectural complex on the Archaic Terrace, i.e. the
east slope of Soli Hoyiik. The work was concentrated at
the south end of the large square rooms that contain a
platform related with the east-facing rooms uncovered
on the Archaic Terrace in the previous years. These are
grid squares E7, E8, G6 as well as the service paths E7/
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Res. 2
Yazith stitun konsolu E9 plan karesi
Fig. 2 Fig. 3

Cg/umn a_)ns‘o/e = e e A Grid square E9
with inscription " s e

Res. 3

Res. 4 E10 plan karesi ve buluntular Res. 5 Soli Hoyiik Arkaik Teras plani
Fig. 4 Grid square E10 and finds from there Fig. 5 Layout of Archaic Terrace, Soli Hoytik

Res. 6 Soli Hoyiik Arkaik Teras Fig. 6 Archaic Terrace, Soli Hoyiik
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Res. 7 Pismis toprak mimari kaplama levhasi
Fig. 7 Architectural terracotta plaque

dogu yamacinda, so6z konusu déneme iliskin mimari
buttinligi saglamakti. Onceki yillarda Arkaik Teras'ta
aciga cikarilan doguya bakan mekanlar ve bunlarla ilis-
kili, icinde bir de platform olan, kare planh buytk yapi-
larin gtiney ucunda calismalar yogunlastirildi. Bunlar E7,
E8, G6 plan kareleri ile E7/E8,F6/G6,G6/G7 servis yolla-
ridir. S6z konusu plan kareler Arkaik Teras’a kadar diiz-
lestirilmistir.

Arkaik Teras

Soli Hoyik'te 2012 de kazi calismalari gecen yilki kazi-
larin devami niteliginde olup, Arkaik terasta G6 plan
karesi ve cevresindeki servis yollarinda strdarilmustar
(Res. 5). G6 ve cevresindeki kazilar onceki yillarda orta-
ya cikarilan mimariyi batiinler niteliktedir. Ozetle dogu-
ya bakan odalar kompleksi ile icerde podyumlu, tas ve
cakil dosemeli, kuru orgli duvar tekniginde yapilmis
buytk bir mimari kompleksin birbirine bitisik birimleri-
dir (Res. 6).

2012 yihinin en énemli buluntusu ionia, Phrygia, Lydia,
Aolia ve Karia’”da bir¢cok merkezde 6rnegi gorilen
Arkaik Donem tapinak mimari-
sine 6zgl kabartmali bir pismis
toprak levhadir. Bu levhada
Atinali  efsanevi Kahraman
Theseus’un Minotauros’u 6ldi-
risiint betimleyen bir miicade-
le sahnesi gorilmektedir. 2012
kazilarinda bu sahnenin bir
baska kalipta tretilmis farkl bir
ornegi daha ortaya c¢ikarilmistir

Res. 8

Pismis toprak erkek figtirini
Fig. 8

Terracotta male figurine
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E8, F6/G6, and G6/G7. Concerned grid squares were
levelled up to the Archaic Terrace.

Archaic Terrace

The 2012 excavation work at Soli Hoytik continued the
2011 work and covered the grid square G6 and sur-
rounding service paths on the Archaic Terrace (Fig. 5).
Excavations at G6 and the surrounding area actually
complemented the previously exposed architecture. In
briet, the east-facing rooms and the large complex con-
taining a podium, mortar-less stone walls, and stone and
pebble floorings are adjacent to each other (Fig. 6).

The most significant find of 2012 is a terracotta plaque
with relief décor and peculiar to Archaic-period temple
architecture attested in lonia, Phrygia, Lydia, Aiolis and
Caria. The plaque is decorated with a combat scene in
which Theseus, the legendary Athenian hero, kills the
Minotaur. In 2012 another example of the same scene
produced from a different mould was also uncovered
(Fig. 7). When these finds are considered together with
the finds from earlier campaigns, the hypothesis of a
temple to Athena on the acropolis of Soli is growing.
Another find of importance is a terracotta figurine
depicting a seated male (Fig. 8).

Milli Egemenlik Street

When the Regional Board of Cultural Heritage decided
to open a road from the Milli Egemenlik Street adjoining
the first-degree area outside the west walls of
Pompeiopolis, excavations were initiated (Fig. 9). The
work at 21 grid squares measuring 5x5 m. side-by-side
and named ME lasted for 40 days. Finds include three
large jars (dolium) placed mouths down and half-broken
in an earthquake and encircled with circular walls
inside, a sarcophagus basin reused in the wall, Roman
and Byzantine coins, a belt buckle and remains of a
large building whose floor was paved with square ter-
racotta plaques. The actual function of this building
remains unknown, but it is thought to have fallen in a big
earthquake in the Early Byzantine period. This building
is the second example from Pompeiopolis of buildings
that had collapsed in earthquakes in Cilicia. It is thus of
importance for the seismic history of Anatolia.

Consequently, architecture exposed in the grid squares
north of the restored southern end of the Colonnaded
Street is actually an extension of the shops and
was uncovered in poor condition buried under a thick
layer of filling. According to evidence in this area, the
shops behind the stylobate here were multi-story and
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(Res. 7). Onceki yillarda bulunan diger 6rneklerle birlik-
te bu buluntular, Soli Akropolii’'nde bir Athena tapinagi-
nin varligiyla ilgili kanitlar gticlendirmektedir. Bir diger
onemli buluntu ise Klasik Donem tabani gevresinden
gelen pismis toprak oturan bir erkek figtirinidir (Res. 8).

Milli Egemenlik Caddesi

Pompeiopolis’in Bati surlarinin diginda 1. derece sit ala-
nina bitisik ve Milli Egemenlik Caddesi olarak adlandiri-
lan kesimden vyol acilabilmesine iligskin kurul karari
tzerine yol glizergahinda kazi calismalar yapilmistir
(Res. 9). 40 gun boyunca ME adi altinda siralanan
5x5 m. olctlerinde 21 plan karede surdurilen kazilar
sonucunda depremle yikilmis, icinde dairesel duvarlarla
cevrili, yarisi kirik ve agizlari bas asagi olan lg¢ buyik
kiip (dolium); duvar icinde ikinci kez kullanilmis bir
lahit teknesi; Roma ve Bizans sikkeleri; bir kemer tokasi
ile tabani kare bicimli pismis toprak levhalarla dosenmis
buyuk bir yapi kalintist aciga cikarilmistir. Hentiz gercek
islevi anlagilmayan bu yapinin Erken Bizans Dénemi’nde
buyuk bir deprem sonucu yikildigi sanilmaktadir. Bu
yapi Kilikia’da buyiik depremler sonucu yikilan anitsal
yapilarla ilgili Pompeiopolis'te bulunmus ikinci bir
ornektir ve Anadolu depremleri ve deprem tarihi icin de
onemlidir.

Sonug olarak; Situnlu Cadde’nin restore edilen giliney
ucunun kuzeyindeki plan karelerde yapilan kazi calis-
malarinda diikkanlarin devami niteligindeki mimari,
kalin bir dolgunun altinda tahrip olmus bir bicimde
acgiga cikarilmistir. Bu alandaki arkeolojik verilere gore
Sttunlu Cadde’de yer alan mekanlar kare planli ve ¢ok
kathydilar. Bunlarin farkli amaclarla kullanildigina ilis-
kin 6zellikler acikca gorilmektedir. Dikkanlarin icinden
kilturel strekliligi gosteren cok sayida seramik bulun-
mustur. Buna gore Situnlu Cadde Hellenistik Donem’de
de etkin olarak kullanilmis olmalidir. Seramik repertuva-
ri pisirme kaplarindan cok icki ve yemek kaplarindan
olusmaktadir. Ayrica aciga cikarilan pismis toprak min-
yatir adak esyalari da bazi mekanlarin ritiel amacla
kullanildigi (lararium ?) ya da bu tip dini esyalarin satil-
digi mekanlarin olabilecegini dustndtrmektedir. Bu
mekanlar Sttunlu Cadde’nin genel plani icinde ortak bir
alt yapi sistemine baglidir, ayrica dikkanlarin kullanim
amaclarina gore kiinklerle genel su sisteminden yarar-
landigr anlasiimaktadir.

Soli Hoyuk'te, Kilikia’”da Grek Kolonizasyon Donemi
olarak adlandirilan I.O. 7. yy. in ikinci yarisi ile 6. yy.'in
ilk yarisi arasindaki devre iliskin 6nemli yapi kalintilari
ve mimari parcalar aciga cikarilmistir. Yukarda deginilen
pismis toprak kabartmali mimari kaplama levhalari

EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 9 Milli Egemenlik Caddesi Bizans yapisi
Fig. 9 Byzantine building, Milli Egemenlik Street

comprised of rooms square in plan. It is clearly seen that
they were used for various purposes. In the shops
numerous potsherds were found indicating cultural con-
tinuity. Thus, the Colonnaded Street must have func-
tioned actively in the Hellenistic period as well. Its pot-
tery assortment contains more drinking and eating ves-
sels than cooking vessels. In addition, terracotta minia-
ture votive offerings uncovered may suggest that some
shops were used for ritual purposes (lararium ?), or they
sold such merchandise. All these rooms are connected
to a common infrastructure system within the layout of
the Colonnaded Street. It was observed that they also
received fresh water from the main supply system
depending on their functions.

Important architectural remains and pieces were uncov-
ered at Soli Hoylik from the second half of the 7th cen-
tury and the first half of the 6th century B.C., known as
the Greek colonization period in Cilicia. The above-
mentioned architectural terracotta plaques come from
the period when Soli assumed her name. Historically,
this also covers the transition period in the ancient Near
East. For instance, what took place between the invasion
of Cilicia in the Neo-Babylonian Kingdom period and
the foundation of the Persian Empire is hypothetically
linked with the foundation of two cities — one in Cilicia
and one in Cyprus — by Solon and named after himself
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yazili kaynaklara gore, Soli'nin adini aldigi doneme
rastlamaktadir. Tarihsel olarak Yakin Dogu’da gecis
donemlerini de kapsamaktadir. Ornegin Yeni Babil
Kralhigi doneminde Kilikia’nin istilasi ve ardindan Pers
imparatorlugu’nun kurulmasina kadar gecen olaylar,
Solon’un Kilikia’da ve Kibris'ta olmak tizere kendi adin-
dan kaynaklanan Soli (Soloi) adinda iki kent kurmasi
iliskilendirildiginde; bu mimari Soli ve Kilikia’nin kolo-
nizasyon donemine aciklik getirmektedir.

Soli Hoytik’'te 2012 kazilarinda bulunan kaplama levha-
lart 6nceki yillarda bulunanlarla birlikte bir bittin olarak
degerlendirildiginde, akropolde bir Grek tapinaginin
varligini ortaya koymaktadir. Lindos kolonisi olan
Soli’nin kent tanricasi Athena oldugundan bu tapinagin
da Athena’ya ait olmasi kuvvetle muhtemeldir. Onemli
bir kismi aciga cikarilan “Arkaik Teras”in gelecek yillar-
da kazisinin tamamlanmasiyla Arkaik Donem mimarisi-
ne iliskin battnlik saglanacaktir.

Milli Egemenlik Caddesi’'nde 2012 yilinda yapilan kazi-
lar, bu alanin Pompeiopolis icin hem 6li gdmme adet-
leri (halk mezarlar) bakimindan, hem sur disi anitsal
mimari ve hem de Anadolu deprem tarihi icin 6nemlidir.
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as Soli/Soloi. This architecture may therefore shed light
onto the colonization period of Soli and Cilicia.

When the architectural terracottas uncovered in 2012
are taken into consideration together with those uncov-
ered before, then the presence of a Greek temple at the
acropolis becomes clear. The city goddess of Soli, which
was a colony of Lindos, was Athena. So it is highly
likely that the temple on the acropolis was dedicated to
her as well. When the excavations at the Archaic
Terrace are completed in the coming years, our know!-
edge of Archaic-period architecture will assume unity.

The 2012 excavations at the Milli Egemenlik Street have
shown that this area is important for both the burial cus-
toms (of common people) of Pompeiopolis and extramu-
ral monumental architecture as well as the earthquake
history of Anatolia.



