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Soli/Pompeiopolis 2009 Kazilar

Excavations at Soli/Pompeiopolis in 2009

Remzi YAGCI

Soli/Pompeiopolis 2009 kazilari 12 Temmuz - 15 Agustos
tarihleri arasinda iscilerle birlikte 54 kisilik bir ekiple
gerceklestirilmistir.

a. Sutunlu Cadde

Soli/Pompeiopolis 2009 Situnlu Cadde’de 6zglin Roma
mimarisi ve onun yeniden kullanimi ile iligkili Bizans
Donemi mimarisini anlayabilmek amaci ile 6nceki yil-
larda oldugu gibi dogu portikonun glinimiizdeki sinirla-
rint belirleyen beton koruma duvarinin iginde ve disinda
sondaj kazilari yapilmistir (Plan 1). Her iki alanda da ge¢
doénem tahribinin yogun oldugu goézlemlenmistir. Bu
calismalarin sonucunda elde edilen bulgular asagidaki
gibidir.

FG-36 Plan karesi

FG-36 plan karesinde calismalar 6.69 m. kotundan bas-
latilmistir. FG-35 plan karesinde bulunan opus sectile
tabanin devamini agiga ¢ikarmak amaciyla yapilan kazi-
larda 5.65 m. kotunda opus sectile tabana rastlanmistir.

FG-35 Plan karesi

FG-35 plan karesinde galismalar 6.69 m. seviyesi ile
5.58 m. seviyesinde iki opus sectile taban arasinda kalan
bolimde yapilmistir. Bu seviyeler arasinda opus sectile
tabanin tahrip olmasina neden olan ge¢ dénem mimari
bir yapiya ait olan kireg tasi bloklara rastlanmistir. Bu
bloklar arasinda 5.58 m.'de opus sectile taban lzerinde,
5.91 m. seviyesinde lizerinde eski Yunanca yazit bulu-
nan bir kaide ya da konsol pargasi agiga cikarilmistir.
Prof. Dr. M. H. Sayar tarafindan okunan bu yazitta adi
gecen Galerius Valerius olasilikla Sttunlu Cadde’nin
imarina katkida bulunan 6nemli bir kisidir. Opus sectile,
Uzerinden gecen telefon hattina ait kazi galismalari ve
olasilikla 525teki deprem sonucu disen blok taglar
nedeniyle yogun tahribe ugramistir.

The campaign of 2009 at Soli/Pompeiopolis was con-
ducted from July 12 to August 15% with a team of 54,
including the workers.

a. Colonnaded Street

As in the previous campaigns, the purpose of this year’s
excavations is to clarify the original Roman architecture
and Byzantine use of the Colonnaded Street. Soundings
were dug inside and outside the concrete protective wall
that borders the east portico today (Plan 1). Extensive
damage from the later periods was observed in both
areas. The finds from this work are as follows:

Grid-square FG-36

Work in this grid-square started at 6.69 m. level with the
extension of opus sectile floor, encountered in grid-
square FG-35, being reached at 5.65 m. level.

Grid-square FG-35

The work in this grid-square was conducted between
levels 6.69 m. and 5.58 m., i.e. between two opus sectile
floors. Limestone blocks of the building that had caused
the damage to the opus sectile floor were found between
these levels. Between the limestone blocks, a base, or a
console fragment with a Greek inscription, was found on
the opus sectile floor at 5.58 m. level. As Calerius
Valerius was mentioned in this inscription, as interpreted
by Prof. Dr. M. H. Sayar, he must have been an impor-
tant contributor to the construction of the Colonnaded
Street. The opus sectile floor had been extensively dam-
aged, probably due to both the telephone line installa-
tion above it and the blocks that fell in the earthquake
of A.D. 525.
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Plan 1 Situnlu Cadde kazilart mimari plan

Plan 1 Architectural plan of the excavations in the Colonnaded
Street

FG-34 Plan karesi

FG-34 plan karesinin galismalari ylizey temizligiyle bag-
lamistir. Baslangic seviyesi olarak 6.69 m. belirlenmistir.
6.28 m. seviyelerinde 19.-20. yy. tahribatini belgeleyen
bir tag¢i baltasi bulunmustur. FG-35 plan karesinin dogu
yoniinden gecen ve tabakay! tahribata ugratan tesisat
borusunun devaminin da ayni sekilde FG-34 agmasinin
dogu boliminde yaklasik 5.38 m. civari bir seviyede
ortaya ¢iktigi gbzlemlenmistir. Devrilmis dolgu taglarinin
temizligi yapilirken ikinci kez kullanildigr anlagilan bir
diger kire¢ tasi yazit pargasi bulunmustur. Kirk ele
gecen yazitta Pompeiopolis’in adi anilmaktadir. Bu
sonuclara gore plan kare icerisindeki yapilarin, Bizans
Donemi’nden daha gec ve Sitiinlu Cadde’nin en son
olarak (Bizans'tan sonra) ikinci kez kullanimini gosteren
yapilara ait oldugu sonucuna varilmistir. Bu yapilardan
birinin giineyinde duvara yaslanan bir ocak platformu da
saptanmistir. Bitiin bu mimari kalintilar, bu mekanlarin
Situnlu Cadde'yi tas ocagi olarak kullanan tasgi ustala-
rina ait olabilecegine isaret etmektedir.

E-34 Plan karesi

E-34 plan karesinde ki ¢alismalar 7.15 m. ylizey seviye-
sinden, 5.21 m. seviyeleri arasinda yapilmistir. Bu galis-
malar sirasinda, 4 adet sttun tamburu, abakiisiinde
tanimlanamayan bir bas betimlemesi bulunan bir adet
Misir tipi siitun baghgr (plaster), mimari bir yapiya ait
oldugu dusitniilen daginik bigimde blok taslar, 8. yy.’a
ait alttan 1sitmali kahverengi sirh ocakli kaplar grubuna
giren tiimlenebilir Bizans seramigi, 5.32 m. seviyesinde
yogun bir sekilde tahribe ugramis opus sectile taban,
opus sectile tabanin tahribe ugradigi alanlar da yapilan

EXCAVATION REPORTS
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Res. 1 Sutunlu Cadde E-34 plan karesi opus sectile ve opus
tessellatum dosemeleri

Fig. 1 Opus sectile and opus tessellatum floorings in the grid-
square E-34 of the Colonnaded Street

Grid-square FG-34

The work in this grid-square started with surface cleaning
at the 6.69 m. level. At the 6.28 m. level was a stone
master’s axe, which might account for the damage done
in the 19%-20" centuries. The extension of the technical
installation that had damaged the opus sectile floor in
grid-square FGC-35, was encountered at about the
5.38 m. level in the eastern part of this grid-square. As
the limestone blocks were being removed, another lime-
stone inscribed block fragment was found. This inscrip-
tion mentions the name of Pompeiopolis. Evidence
seems to indicate the buildings, uncovered inside the
Colonnaded Street, dated to post-Byzantine period,
when the Colonnaded Street was once again used. On
the south side of one of these buildings, is a hearth plat-
form adjoining the wall. All these remains indicate these
rooms may have been used by stone masons who
exploited the Colonnaded Street as a quarry.

Grid-square E-34

The work in this grid-square was carried out from
7.15 m. level down to 5.21 m. level. The finds included
four column drums, an Egyptian-type column capital
(pilaster) with an unidentified head on the abacus, scat-
tered stone blocks (possibly belonging to a nearby build-
ing,) and Byzantine glazed pottery that can be com-
pleted. This pottery was found in context with pots and
a portable brazier underneath, dated to the 8th century.
Also uncovered was a heavily damaged opus sectile
flooring at 5.32 m. level. Probing further where the opus
sectile is damaged, brought forth an opus tessellatum at
5.26 m. level and mortar for an opus tessellatum at
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sondaj sirasinda ise 5.26 m. seviyesinde opus tessella-
tum ve 5.21 m. seviyesinde opus tessellatum taban harci
ortaya ¢ikarilmistir (Res. 1). Opus sectiledeki yogun tah-
ribin blok taglarin stiine diismesi nedeniyle olustugu,
kesitte ise opus sectilenin hemen 6 cm. altinda opus
tessellatumun agiga cikarilmasi, opus sectilenin Bizans
Donemi’'ne, opus tessellatumun ise Roma Dénemi’ne ait
oldugunun agik bir kanitidir.

F-35 Plan karesi

F-35 plan karesindeki galismalar, ylizey seviyesi olan
7.05 m. ile 5.32 m. seviyeleri arasinda yapilmistir.
Burada yan yana duvarlari saglam bir sekilde ortaya
¢ikarilan, bir kismi F-34 plan karesinde bulunan iki islik,
kuzeydeki isligin dogu duvarinda 6.10 m. seviyesinde
ocak, E-35 ve E-34 plan karelerinde ortaya cikarilan
opus sectilenin ayni seviyelerde daginik bir sekilde deva-
mi, glineydeki isligin icerisinde ise 5.68 m. seviyesinde
kiremit taban ortaya ¢ikarilmistir.

Giineyde bulunan islik opus sectile tabanin tzerinde
oldugundan bu isligin Bizans Dénemi’nden sonraki bir
evreye ait oldugu saptanmistir.

E-35 Plan karesi

E-35 plan karesindeki calismalar, 7.05 m. yiizey seviye-
sinden, 5.32 m. opus sectile seviyesi arasinda yapiimistir.
Bu seviyeler arasinda yapilan g¢alismalarda birgok mima-
ri Ust yapr elemani, 5.32 m. seviyesinde opus sectile
taban ve bu taban seviyesinin hemen Ustlinde pargalan-
mis bicimde, oval ya da dairesel formda bir mermer yazit
bulunmustur. Uzerinde calisilan yazit kaligrafik 6zellik-
leri nedeniyle I.S. 3.-4. yy.'a tarihlenmektedir.

b. Soli Hoyiik

Soli Hoyii’kte 2009 kazi galismalart 6nceki yillarda bir
kismi gerceklestirilen ve “Hitit Teras1” adi verilen (Plan 2)
E8-9, F8-9, G8-9 ve H8-9 plan karelerinde stirdirilmus-
tir. Yani sira dogal nedenlerle (yagmur ve ¢okme) bozu-
lan ve kazi calismalarini engelleyen servis yollarinin
kaldirilmasi gerektiginden D8-D9, E6-E7, E8-E9, E8-F8,
E9-E10, E9-F9, E10-F10, F6-F7, F9-F10, G10-G10 ve
F10-G10 servis yollari sistemli bir bigimde diizenlenmis-
tir. Bunun sonucunda hdylgiin dogu yamacinda yer alan
I.O. 15. yy. Hitit kazamatli sur sisteminin énemli bir
kismi E8-9, F8-9, G8-9 ve H8-9 plan karelerinde agiga
ctkarilmistir (Plan 2-3).

Bu calismalarin amaci igeride yer alan kazamata ait
odanin yoéniinid ve sinirini belirlemekti. Kazamat odasi-
nin 6nce sinirt belirlenmis daha sonra icinde ve diginda

EXCAVATION REPORTS

5.21 m. level (Fig. 1). It was determined the opus sectile
was damaged by fallen limestone blocks, and the fact
that the opus tessellatum was found only 6 cm. beneath
the opus sectile floor, clearly indicates the former is from
the Roman period while the latter is from the Byzantine
period.

Grid-square F-35

The work in this grid-square was carried out from
7.05 m. level down to 5.32 m. level. Here two work-
areas were uncovered with intact walls that partially
extend into grid-square F-34, The north work area con-
tained a hearth by the east wall at 6.10 m. level, and the
scattered extension of the opus sectile uncovered in grid-
squares E-35 and E-34, while the south work area had a
terracotta tile floor at 5.68 m. level.

As the south work-area rests on the opus sectile flooring
it was dated to a period after the Byzantine period.

Grid-square E-35

The work in this grid-square was carried out from
7.05 m. level down to the opus sectile at 5.32 m. level.
Finds include numerous pieces of architectural super-
structure, opus sectile flooring at 5.32 m. level, and a
damaged inscribed marble block, round or elliptic in
shape. The inscription, based on its calligraphic features,
is dated to the 3'Y or-4" centuries A.D.

b. Soli Hoyiik

The 2009 campaign at Soli Hoyiik continued in the grid-
squares E8-9, F8-9, G8-9 and H8-9 (Plan 2) called the
“Hittite terrace,” had been partly excavated in previous
campaigns. In addition service paths D8-D9, E6-E7,
ES8-E9, EB-F8, E9-E10, E9-F9, E10-F10, F6-F7, F9-F10,
G9-G10 and F10-G10 that were damaged by weather
and falling masonry (which became an obstacle during
the work), were systematically rearranged. Thus, an
important part of the Hittite casemate wall of the 15%
century B.C. on the east slope of the héyiik was exposed
(Plans 2-3).

The work in the 15"-century B.C. Hittite casemate wall
was to identify the direction and border of the casemate
room. First its borders were cleared and then excavation
was done inside and outside. The room’s rectangular
form was partially exposed. When the exterior of the wall
was cleared, the work inside the room started. As work
began at the 13.83 m. level, the earth was seen to be
loose and soft. At only 10 cm. below, however, there was
a regular strong pebble paving.
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Plan 2 Soli Hoytik kazilari giincellenmis 2009 plani
Plan 2 Updated 2009 plan of excavations at Soli Hoyiik

kazilar yuritilmistiir. Odanin dikdortgen formu kismen
cikartilmistir. Kazamath duvarin digi temizlenip sinirlari
belirlendikten sonra odanin igindeki ¢alismalara gegil-
mistir. 13.83 m. seviyesinde baglatilan calismalarda ilk
olarak topragin dokiintii ve gevsek durumda oldugu goz-
lemlenmistir. Fakat bu gevsek ve tash topragin altindan
13.73 m. seviyesine gelindiginde olduk¢a yogun ve diiz-
glin bir taban olusturacak sekilde cakil tagh dosemeye
rastlanmistir. Ayrica 23.07.2009 tarihinde, F9-F10 araba
yolu 1. kazamat odasi diginda, 13.81 m. seviyesinden
gelen kesici bir alet oldugu distinilen (mizrak veya ok
ucu) bronz parganin benzerine rastlanmistir. Kazamat
odalarinda ve cevrelerinde bu sekilde silah aletlerine
rastlanmasi bu odalarin askeri amacla kullanilmis olabi-
lecegini gostermektedir.

Hitit Terasi

Hoylgiin dogu yamacinda yer alan ve ilk kazi ¢alisma-
lari 2002'de baslatilan E, F, G, H9 agmalari “Hitit Teras1”
olarak adlandirilmig, 2008 ve 2009 yillarinda da bu
alanda calismalar stirdiiriilmastdr.

2002 yilinda agmada ulagilan en erken tabaka Hitit
imparatorluk Dénemi’ne ait mimari ve seramik buluntu-
lari icermektedir. Mimari olarak 14. yy’a ait Hitit
imparatorluk Dénemi dere tasi ile olusturulmus duvarla-
r glineydogu ucu agik olarak mekan olusturmaktadir.
2008 yilinda, bu duvarlarin olusturdugu odanin disinda
calismalar strdurilmis, fotograflanan ve mimari gizimi
yapilan glineydogu-kuzeybati yonli olani stratigrafik
buluntularin saptanmasi amaciyla kaldirilmistir.

F9 agmasinda i.O. 15. yy. Hitit sur mimarisi ve stratigra-
fisi ile ilgili yapilan kazi calismalarinda: RLWM (Red
Lustrous Wheel-made) libasyon kap pargalari, tek renkli

EXCAVATION REPORTS
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Plan 3 Kazamatli sur duvari
Plan 3 Casemate fortification

On 23" of July 2009, a similar bronze fragment belong-
ing to a cutting tool (arrowhead or spearhead) was found
outside the first casemate room, under the service path
F9-F10, at 13.81 m. level. Such weapon-type objects
encountered inside and around the casemate rooms may
suggest that these rooms served military purposes.

Hittite Terrace

The trenches E, F, G, H9 on the east slope initiated in
2002 were called the “Hittite terrace” and thus work
was continued here in 2008 and 2009.

In 2002, the earliest layer included architecture and
ceramics from the Hittite Imperial period. The architec-
ture comprised a room with creek-stone walls, opening
on the southeast and dating to the 14" century B.C.
Hittite Imperial period. In 2008, work continued outside
this room; the wall extending southeast-northwest was
removed after photographic and architectural documen-
tation in order to expose the underlying strata.

The excavations in F9 to define the Hittite architecture
and stratigraphy unearthed extensive pottery context
containing RLWM (Red Lustrous Wheel-made) libation
vessel fragments, and monochrome plate fragments.
Specimens of grain found next to potsherds were studied
by Prof. Dr. E. Oybak of Hacettepe University,
Department of Biology. The related report is as follows:

107



KAZI RAPORLARI

Res. 2

Tek kulplu ovoid
govdeli Hitit testisi
Fig. 2

Hittite jug with ovoid
body and a single
handle

tabak pargalarinin yer aldigi yogun seramik grubundan
olusan bir kontekst agiga ¢ikarilmistir. Seramik pargala-
rinin  yaninda bulunan tahil 6rnekleri Hacettepe
Universitesi Biyoloji Boliimii'nden Prof. Dr. E. Oybak
tarafindan incelenmistir. S6z konusu 6rneklere iligkin
gonderilen rapor asagida sunulmaktadir.

Arkeolojik Kayit Bilgileri:

Buluntu Adi: Yanik arpa taneleri

Buluntu Yeri: F9 (14. yy. duvar arkasi), F8/F9 araba yolu
Kasa No: 2a (2’nin devami)

Seviye: 14.25

Notlar: Silo? veya mutfak

Arkeobotanik Bulgular:

Tarla Bitkileri

Hordeum vulgare (arpa) (kabuklu) taneleri:

120 adet

Triticum dicoccum (gatal siyez bugdayi) taneleri:
50 adet

Lens culinaris (mercimek) tohumlari: 16 adet
Yabani Bitki

Lolium sp. (delice): 1

Lolium remotum-tip: 1

Sonucg

Soli Hoyiik F9 agmasinda bulunan arkeobotanik malze-
menin tamami komdrlesmis durumdadir. Malzemenin
buyik bir bolimi arpa (kabuklu) tanelerine aittir.
Bununla birlikte, catal siyez bugdayr ve mercimek
taneleri de kaydedilmistir. Buluntularin miktari sinirlidir.

EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 3 Yivli isaretli Hitit tek renkli tabaklari
Fig. 3 Monochrome Hittite plates with groove-markings

Archaeological Record:

Find name: Charred barley seeds

Find spot: F9 (behind the 14" century wall), service path
F8/F9

Box no: 2a (2 bis)

Level: 14.25 m.

Remarks: Silo? or kitchen

Archaeobotanic Data:

Field crops

Hordeum vulgare (barley) (hulled) seeds: 120 ea.
Triticum dicoccum (emmer wheat) seeds: 50 ea.
Lens culinaris (lentil) seeds: 16 ea.

Wild plants

Lolium sp. (ryegrass): 1

Lolium remotum-type: 1

Conclusion

The archaeobotanic finds from trench F9 at Soli H6yiik
were all charred. Most of them were seeds of hulled
barley, but there were also lentil and emmer wheat.
However, the amount of finds is limited. In the next cam-
paign more samples for archaeobotanic analyses may be
taken from this area which is thought to be a silo or
kitchen.

Potsherds uncovered in this context are typical examples
of the Hittite land and its periphery’s repertory and can
be classified as follows:

RIWM

Juglet with ovoid body and a single handle (Fig. 2)
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EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 4 Kirmizi bant bezemeliler
Fig. 4 Red band wares

Oniimiizdeki kazi sezonunda, silo ya da mutfak oldugu
dustintlen bu alandan arkeobotanik analizler i¢in daha
fazla toprak 6rnegi alinarak, degerlendirme yapilabilir.

Bu kontekste agiga cikarilan pargalar, merkez ya da cev-
resinde Hitit imparatorluk Dénemi kap repertuarinin
tipik ornekleridir. Asagidaki gibi siniflanabilir:

RLWM

Tek kulplu ovoid govdeli testicik (Res. 2)

Krater tipi, ¢ift kulplu kaplar

Tabak

Canak (Yanik)

Drab Ware

icki kaplari

Tabaklar

Yivli isaretliler (Res. 3)

isaretsizler

Kirmizi bantlilar (Res. 4)

Dalga bezemeliler (Res. 5)

Kibris'tan disalim siit kaplari (Res. 6)

Bunlardan son tigli merkeze gore Kizzuvatna bélgesinde
daha yaygindir.

E6 plan karesinde yapilan temizlik ¢alismalarinda daha
onceki yillarda kesitten plan karenin icine ¢oken akinti
topragin icinden gelen 1.0. 6. yy/a ait sfenks bezemeli
Fikellura krater parcasi 2009 Soli Hoyik kazilarinda
dikkate deger 6nemli bir eserdir (Res. 7).

Res. 5 Dalga bezemeliler
Fig. 5 Wave decorated wares

Vessels with double handles, krater-like
Plate

Pot (burnt)

Drab Ware

Drinking vessels

Dishes

Grooved marked (Fig. 3)

Unmarked

Red band wares (Fig. 4)

Wave decorated ones (Fig. 5)

Milk vessels imported from Cyprus (Fig. 6)

The last three of these are commonly found in Kizzuwatna
rather than in the normally observed boundaries of the
Hittites” land.

During the cleaning work in the grid-square E6 a frag-
ment of a 6"-century-B.C. Fikellura krater, decorated
with a sphinx figure, was found in the debris fallen from
the profile (Fig. 7).

c. ROMACONS Project

Samples of mortar from the harbor construction were
taken from the western breakwater by architect Prof. Dr.
C. J. Brandon, archaeologist Prof. Dr. R. L. Hohlfelder,
archaeologist Prof. Dr. J. P. Oleson, and archaeologist
Prof. Dr. N. K. Rauh and sent to Italy, as was described
in detail for the 2009 project.
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EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 6 Kibris dig alim st kaplari
Fig. 6 Milk vessels imported from Cyprus

c. ROMACONS Projesi

2009 kazi projesinde igerigi ayrintili bicimde sunulan
Pompeiopolis antik limanindan italya’ya analiz yapmak
tizere gotirilecek liman yapisinin harciyla ilgili numu-
neler Mimar Prof. Dr. C. J. Brandon, Arkeolog Prof. Dr.
R. L. Hohlfelder, Arkeolog Prof. Dr. J. P. Oleson, Arkeolog
Prof. Dr. N. K. Rauh tarafindan limanin bati dalgakira-
ninda yapilan ¢alismalarla alinmis ve italya’ya génderil-
mistir.

d. Sualti Caligmalari

Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi Deniz Bilimleri Enstitiisti Sualti
Arkeolojisi Anabilim Dali Bagkani Yrd. Dog. Dr. H.
Ozdas bagkanhgindaki kazi ekibi Pompeiopolis antik
limaninda ileride yapilacak bir kazi stratejisini belirle-
mek amaciyla dalarak belgeleme calismalari niteliginde
fotograf ve video cekimi yapmiglardir. Bu caligmalar
sonucunda 6zellikle dogu dalgakiraninin dogal neden-
lerle (deprem) su altinda kaldigi ve dalgakiranlarin deniz
icerisinde goriinenden daha agiga uzandigr saptanmistir.
Bu calismalarin devami 2010 yilinda da rél6ve ¢ikarmak
amactyla siirdarilecektir.

Res. 7 Fikellura stili krater pargasi
Fig. 7 Fragment of a crater in Fikellura style

d. Underwater Surveys

The team led by Asst. Prof. Dr. H. Ozdas of Dokuz
Eylal University Underwater Archaeology Department,
Institute of Marine Sciences, conducted underwater
photographic and video documentation to determine
a future excavation site in the harbor of ancient
Pompeiopolis. The surveys revealed that the east
breakwater was damaged by natural causes such as
earthquakes and both breakwaters extend further than
seen from above. The work will continue in 2010 in
order to prepare a relevé drawing.
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