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Soli/Pompeiopolis 2011 Kazilar

Excavations at Soli/Pompeiopolis in 2011

Remzi YAGCI — Fatih Hakan KAYA

2011 yih calismalari Soli Hoytik ve Roma Situnlu cad-
desinde 1 Temmuz-4 Agustos tarihleri arasinda toplam
35 kisi ile gerceklestirilmistir. Sttunlu caddedeki kazilar,
gliney ucta heniiz restorasyonuna baslaniimis olan yak-
lagik 1000 m2 alanin kuzeyindeki B9, C9, D9, E7, E8, E9
ve E10 plan karelerinde, restorasyon calismalari ile bir-
likte yuratilmustir (Res. 1). Bu plan karelerdeki kazila-
rin amaci ileride yapilmasi planlanan yeni restorasyon
stirecine yoneliktir.

Kazilar sonucunda gtineydeki Roma diikkanlarinin deva-
mi niteliginde bir mekanin gineyinde ve daha Ust sevi-
yede: Dogu portikoyu dogu-bati dogrultusunda kesen
Bizans Donemi su kanalina; bunun altinda yaklasik
3,5 m. derine inen Roma Ddénemi rogarina; régarin biti-
siginde de kuzey duvarini bir esik olusturarak tahrip
eden bir ocaga rastlanmigtir. Rogar ile ocagin bu rogarin
yapimindan daha ge¢ bir dénemde islevsel olarak birbir-
leriyle iliskili oldugu anlagilmaktadir. Roma rogari olasi-
likla bu dénemde altta tahrip edilen Hellenistik tabaka-
nin buluntularinin atildigi ¢oplik olarak kullanilmistir.
Bu nedenle ocak cevresinde ve rogar icinde I. O. 3-
1. yy.’a tarihlenen farkh tipte bircok mutfak malzemesi
ile minyatir adak esyalari aciga cikmustir. Burada ele
gecen buluntular lagynoi, olpeler, kalip yapimi kaseler,
amphoriskoslar, kandiller, unguentaria, figtirin, havan ve
havaneli (mortarium - pestillum), dokuma agirliklari
ve agirsaklar, sikkeler gibi gruplanabilir (Res. 2). Bu
Hellenistik kap repertuvari, Pompeiopolis sttunlu cad-
desinin Roma Donemi oncesi kesintisiz kullanimina
iliskin kanitlari gostermesi bakimindan 6nemlidir. Ve
yine bu buluntulardan, Pompeiopolis’in Hellenistik
Donem’de de etkin bir liman kenti oldugu anlasiimakta-
dir. Rogardan cikan mizelik degerde 38 adet eser
Mersin Muzesi'ne teslim edilmistir.

Soli Hoytk 2011 kazilari Arkaik Teras cevresinde
stirdurilmustir (Res. 3). Arkaik Teras mekanlari doguya
bakan birbirine bitisik odalardan olusan bir mimari

The campaign at Soli Hoylik and the Roman Colonnaded
Street lasted from 1 July-4 August 2011, the excavation
team was comprised of 35 workers. Excavations at the
Colonnaded Street covered the grid squares B9, C9, D9
and E7-10 to the north of the 1000 sq. m. area where
restoration was initiated recently. Both activities were
carried out simultaneously (Fig. 1). The excavations in
these grid squares extended to the area where future
restoration is foreseen.

As a result of the excavations in the southern part of a
room, which looks like a continuation of the Roman
period shops but at higher levels, the following were
uncovered: a Byzantine-period water channel which
cuts the east portico in the east-west direction; a Roman
period manhole, right below the channel, reaching a
depth of ca. 3.50 m. and a hearth that adjoins the man-
hole and destroys the north wall by forming a threshold.
It is understood that the manhole and the hearth were
connected functionally at a time later than the construc-
tion of the manhole. The manhole may have served as a
garbage pit to dump the finds from the Hellenistic layer,
which was destroyed at this time. Therefore, numerous
kitchen materials and miniature votive offerings dated to
the 3rd-1st centuries B.C. were uncovered in the man-
hole. These finds can be grouped as lagynoi, olpe,
mould-made bowls, amphoriskoi, lamps, unguentaria,
figurines, mortars and pestles (mortariumy/pestillum),
loom weights, spindle whorls, and coins (Fig. 2). This
Hellenistic vessel repertory is of importance for it shows
the continuous use of the Colonnaded Street before the
Roman period. Again the finds suggest that Pompeiopolis
was an active harbour in the Hellenistic period. A total
of 38 items uncovered in the manhole were turned over
to the Mersin Museum.

Excavations at Soli Hoyiik continued on and around the
Archaic Terrace in 2011 (Fig. 3). The rooms on the
Archaic Terrace constitute a complex of adjoining room
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Res. 1 Sutunlu Cadde Roma diikkanlari ile Bizans Donemi su
kanali (solda) ve ona bitisik rogar

Fig. 1 Colonnaded Street, Roman period shops, Byzantine period
water channel (left) and adjoining manhole

Res. 2

Roma Rogari
icerisinden bulunan
Hellenistik Dénem
buluntular

Fig. 2
Hellenistic finds
from the manhole

Res. 3

Soli Hoyuk

Arkaik Donem terasi
(1.O.6.yy.)

Fig. 3

Soli Hoytiik, Archaic
period terrace

(6th century B.C.)

Res. 4a-b  Fikellura stilinde krater (1.O. 7. yy.'in 4. ceyregi)

Fig. 4a-b  Fikellura-style krater (last quarter of the 7! century
B.C)

EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 5 Arkaik antefiks
Fig. 5 Archaic antefix
Res. 6
Arkaik lekythos
Fig. 6
Archaic lekythos

gL\

-

Res. 7 Situnlu Cadde giiney ucu bati portikosunda restore
edilecek yedi stitundan dordu

Fig. 7 Colonnaded Street, four of the seven columns to be
restored in the south end of the west portico

facing east. Settlement on Soli continued uninterrupted
from the second quarter of the 7t century B.C. through
the Late Archaic period. Speaking about the coloniza-
tion period of Soli, Strabo (14.5.8) states that Soli was a
colony of Lindos in Rhodes and established in the 7h-6th
century B.C. The Archaic Terrace reveals the existence
of a colony (apoikia) by showing the city’s commercial
relations with eastern Greece and Cyprus. Diogenes
Laertios (Solon 1.51) relates Soli’s foundation with Solon
(640-559 B.C.). It is during this historical period when
this Athenian statesman Solon lived in Cilicia (solo-
ikizein). Among this year’s finds are a few more pieces
to join the fikellura-style krater (Fig. 4a) uncovered in
2009 (Fig. 4b). Among other important finds are baked
clay roof antifixes (Fig. 5) and a lekythos (Fig. 6). The
terrace buildings of Soli are the most prominent acropo-
lis structures of the Archaic period uncovered in Cilicia
to date.

The most important event in the 2011 excavations of
Soli Pompeiopolis supported by the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, the Mersin Governorate and Mezitli
Municipality was the start of restoration in the south end
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EXCAVATION REPORTS

Res. 8 Situnlu Cadde giiney ucu ti¢ boyutlu canlandirma
Fig. 8 Colonnaded Street, 3D restoration of the south end

komplekstir. Soli’de 1.0.7. yy."in ikinci ceyreginden iti-
baren Geg Arkaik Donem’e kadar kesintisiz yerlesim s6z
konusudur. Soli'nin kolonizasyon dénemine [Strabon
(14,5,8)e gore Rodos Lindos kolonisi olarak [1.O.
7-6. yy.] tarihlenen bu teras, arkeolojik olarak Soli’'nin
Dogu Grek ve Kibris ile olan koloni - apoikia ya da tica-
ri iliskilerinin varligini gostermektedir. Tarihsel olarak da
Soli’nin kurulusunu Solon’la baglantili goren Diogenes
Laertios (Solon 1, 51)'un belirttigi gibi, Atinali devlet
adami Solon’un (1.0. 640-559) Kilikia’da yasadigi (solo-
ikizein) donemi isaret etmektedir. Bu donem buluntular
arasinda 2009 yilinda bir pargasi ele gecen fikellura stili
kraterin (Res. 4a) birlesen birka¢ parcasi daha (Res. 4b)
bulunmustur. Pismis toprak cati kaplama levhalari
(Res. 5), lekythos (Res. 6) diger nemli buluntular arasin-
dadir. Soli teras mekanlari, Arkaik Donem’de mimari
olarak simdiye kadar Kilikia’da agiga ¢ikarilmis en belir-
gin akropol yapilaridir.

Kiltir ve Turizm Bakanhgi, Mersin Valiligi ve Mezitli
Belediyesi’'nin destegiyle stirdirtlen Soli Pompeiopolis
Kazilar’'nda 2011 yilinda olan en 6nemli gelisme,
Sttunlu Cadde’nin gliney ucunun restorasyonunun bas-
latilmis olmasidir (Res. 7). Proje, karsilikli yediser toplam
ondort situnun ayaga kaldirilmasiyla 2012 yilinda bitiri-
lecektir.

2011 yilinda Situnlu Caddenin gliney ucu, Liman ile
2010 yilinda agiga ¢ikarilan Erken Bizans Donemi kiiguk
kilisenin ¢ boyutlu canlandirmasi tamamlanmistir
(Res. 8-10).

Res. 9 Pompeiopolis Limani ve Sutunlu Cadde ti¢ boyutlu
canlandirma

Fig. 9 Pompeiopolis harbour and Colonnaded Street,
3D restoration

Res. 10 Erken Bizans Donemi kiicik kilisesi

Fig. 10 Early Byzantine period church

of the Colonnaded Street (Fig. 7). The project will be
finished in 2012 with seven columns re-erected on
each side.

The 3D restoration of the south end of the Colonnaded
Street, harbour and the small Early Byzantine church
uncovered in 2010 was completed (Figs. 8-10).
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